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House Bill 194, House Draft 1 seeks to ensure that the State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) be a qualified historic preservation professional . . . who meets the professional
qualification standards established by the United States Secretary of the Interior. House Bill 194,
House Draft 1 also requires that the Governor notify the Speaker of the House and Senate
President of the appointment and the appointee’s identity and qualifications to serve in that
position. This Bill also requires the SHPO be the Administrator of the State Historic
Preservation Division (SHPD) and moves all exempt SHPD staffpositions to Civil Service. The
SHPO must also have professional experience with respect to historic preservation in Hawaii.
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) opposes this bill for the
following reasons:

1. Overall, this bill takes discretion away from the Govemor in his or her ability to appoint a
SHPO.

2. While the SHPO is usually the Chair of the Department, it is not required that the Chair
also be the SHPO. However, if the SHPO is the Administrator of SHPD, there is the
potential for instability in the Department as both positions are appointed by the
Governor and under federal law, the SHPO has final signing authority on Federal
projects.

3. The Department appreciates the change in HDl that includes Hawaiian Studies majors.
However, the Department notes that Hawaiian studies majors still do not meet the
Secretary of Interior’s professional standards, and therefore the language of this law
conflicts with itself. The Department has included a copy of the Secretary of Interior’s



Professional Standards attached to this testimony. The Department suggests that the
Legislature define the qualifications that would make the most sense for Hawaii.

The Department notes that there are no federal qualification requirements for the SHPO,
nor is the SHPO always the administrator or director of a department in other states. This
allows the Governor flexibility in naming a SHPO. There is however, a requirement for
the SHPO’s staff to meet the Secretary of Interior’s standards. The Department feels that
this requirement is more important as it ensures review staff are qualified.
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House Bill No. 194, H. D.1
Relating to Historic Preservation

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY

TO CHAIRPERSON SYLVIA LUKE AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES:

The purpose of HB 194, H. D. 1 is to strengthen the historic preservation division
by requiring that the state historic preservation officer meet the required professional
qualification standards established by the United States Secretary of the Interior, and by
converting certain positions within the division to civil service status.

The Department of Human Resources Development (DHRD) has no position on
the outcome of this bill, but offers comments regarding the conversion of exempt
employees to civil service.

1. DHRD has policies and procedures in place for the appointment of exempt
employees to replacement civil service positions; therefore, only those
employees who are eligible for appointment to civil service positions
without competition should be converted to civil service, in accordance
with established policies and procedures.
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In order to maintain consistency and fairness to all employees, we
respectfully recommend that the language in Section 5 of the bill be
replaced with the following:

“SECTION 5. Each position exempt from chapter 76, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, assigned to the department of land and natural resources state
historic preservation division, except for the division administrator position,
shall be converted to civil service positions pursuant to chapter 76, Hawaii
Revised Statutes. Employees who occupy exempt positions and are
eligible to be appointed to replacement civil service positions without
competition, shall be so appointed, and will serve an initial probation
period, in accordance with established policies and procedures.
Employees who are not eligible to be appointed to replacement civil
service positions may apply through an open-competitive recruitment, if
one is conducted. All employees who occupied exempt positions and are
appointed to a civil ser\/ice position shall not suffer any loss of vacation
and sick leave credits previously earned, and other rights, benefits and
privileges, in accordance with state personnel laws and this Act; provided
that the employee possesses the minimum qualifications and public
employment requirements for the class or position to which appointed;
provided further that subsequent changes in status may be made pursuant
to applicable civil service and compensation laws.“

The conversion of exempt employees to civil service status will require the
establishment of new civil service classes of work. To the extent that this
bill would require the conversions to occur within a mandated timeframe,
we currently lack the resources to accomplish this in a timely manner.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.



TO: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
House Committee on Finance

FROM: Sara L. Collins, Ph.D., Legislative Chair
Society for Hawaiian Archaeology
sara.l.collins.sha@gmail.com

HEARING: February 22,2013, 11:00 AM, Conference Room 308, Agenda #1
SUBJECT: Testimony in SUPPORT of HB 194, HD 1, Relating to Historic Presen/ation

I am Dr. Sara Collins, Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Society for Hawaiian Archaeology (SHA).
We have over 150 members that include professional archaeologists and advocates of historic
preservation in general. On behalf of SHA, I am providing testimony in strong support of HB 194, HD 1
which amends State law to require that the State Historic Presen/ation (SHP) Officer meet professional
qualification standards established by the United States Secretary of the Interior, and also requires the
Governor to give notice of the appointment of a SHP Officer to the legislature. In general, we believe that
the proposed amendments will clarify and strengthen the professional qualifications required of the SHP
Officer. In addition to requiring specific professional qualifications, training, and experience for the
individual selected as SHP Officer, HB 194 also amends §6E-3(14) to require that professional staff hired
to carry out the state’s program in historic preservation be civil service, something that we have long
advocated and that we believe will strengthen Hawai‘i’s SHP Office.

We testified on a previous version of the subject measure and are gratified to see that many of our
suggested revisions were adopted by the House Committees on Water & Land and Energy &
Environmental Protection. We also appreciate the recommended revisions proposed by the State
Department of Human Resources Development that pertain to Section 5 of the bill and are pleased to see
that much of this language has been added to HB 194, HD 1.

Thank you for considering our comments. We respectfully ask that HB 194, HD 1 be passed. We look
forward to working with you and other stakeholders on strengthening and clarifying qualifications for the
Hawai‘i SHP Officer. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the above email
address.
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From: Kiersten Faulkner
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Committee Date: Friday, February 22, 2013
11:00 a.m.
Conference Room 308

Subject: HB 194 HD 1, Relating to Historic Preservation

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF), I am writing in support of HB 194 HD1. The bill
requires that the state historic preservation officer (SHPO) be the administrator of the state historic
preservation division; that the SHPO meet professional qualification standards established by the
United States Secretary of the Interior in a relevant discipline; and requires the governor to give
notice of the appointment of a state historic preservation officer to the legislature. HHF does not
have a position on Section 5, which would convert staff positions within the state historic
preservation division to civil service positions.

Since 1974, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation has been a statewide leader for historic preservation.
HHF’s 850 members and numerous additional supporters work to preserve Hawaii’s unique
architectural and cultural heritage and believe that historic preservation is an important element in
the present and future quality of life, economic viability and environmental sustainability of the state.

The State Historic Preservation Officer is the single most important person related to historic
preservation in the state. Each state appoints its SHPO to be the decision»maker and advocate
related to the sites, buildings, landscapes, districts and objects that are significant to the history of
that state. The position is critically important for establishing and implementing a comprehensive
historic preservation program that both initiates preservation actions (through planning, inventories,
education, incentive and regulatory systems) and responds to proposals that may affect historic
properties (through review of development proposals, capital improvements, tax credits and
permits).

W/hile the daily tasks and management of the state’s historic preservation program are delegated to
the administrator of the state historic preservation division and the professional staff, the leadership
and priorities are set by the SHPO. The historic, cultural and natural resources of Hawai‘i are its
greatest legacy and irreplaceable treasures. Decisions that affect their protection, use, interpretation
and perpetuation have irreversible and dramatic consequences. HHF strongly supports measures
that lead to better decision—making and implementation to safeguard these resources.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERV ATION OFFICERS 81 PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, establishes a national program for the
preservation of historic properties, and is based on a system of state»implemented historic
preservation programs that meet the federal guidance and requirements. The national Act provides
for the designation and appointment by the Governor of a “State Historic Preservation Officer”
(SHPO) to administer each State’s historic preservation program in accordance with the Act [16
U.S.C. 470a(b)—State Historic Preservation Programs]. The Act provides for the “employment or
appointment by such officer of such professionally qualified staff as may be necessary.”

The United States Department of the Interior is responsible for many of the stipulations in the
National Historic Preservation Act and has adopted Professional Qualification Standards that define
minimum education and experience required to perform identification, evaluation, registration and
treatment activities in relationship to historic and cultural properties [ 36 CFR Part 61]. The
Professional Qualification Standards include the areas of History, Archaeology, Architectural
History, Architecture, and Historic Architecture. As a condition of being recognized as a qualified
state program under the National Act, each State is required to employ adequate staff that meet the
professional qualifications, and to ensure that the program elements and activities are conducted by
the qualified preservation professionals (e.g. reviewing properties and projects to determine historic
significance and impacts, and such topics as preservation planning, identification, evaluation,
registration, historical documentation, architectural and engineering documentation, archaeological
documentation, and treatment of historic properties).

The State of Hawai‘i has also established the position of State Historic Preservation Officer to be
responsible for the state’s comprehensive historic preservation program and to meet the federal
requirements [HRS §6E—5]. The Hawai‘i SHPO is appointed by the governor and “shall be
appointed on the basis of professional competence and experience in the field of historic
preservation and shall be placed in the department (of land and natural resources) for the purposes
of the state program.”

STATE COMPARISONS
All of the States, Territories and the District of Columbia have Historic Preservation Officers (as do
recognized Native American tribes). Of these, almost all preservation programs are located within
another State unit, usually related to such areas as natural or cultural resource protection,
environment, parks, culture, tourism, planning or economic development. Three of the states have
established their State Historic Preservation Offices as an “independent agency.”

The SHPOs of 40 states are appointed by their governors, either directly or by law when they hold
the title by virtue of being appointed to another position by the governor. The remaining 10 states
have a variation of the process in which there is an interim step, usually another board or
commission that makes the appointment or forwards the nominee to the governor for action.
For those states where the historic preservation division or program is housed within a larger
resource protection department, the title of SHPO may be held either by the department head, by
the division head, or by a staff member within the division.
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Several States include general language related to qualifications, but only W/est Virginia specifically
requires the SHPO to meet certain professional qualifications of education and experience.

HAWAI‘I SHPO
Like most other States, Hawai‘i houses its historic preservation program within a larger resource
protection agency, the Department of Land and Natural Resources. The Chairperson of DLNR is
appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.

Hawai‘i’s current practice is to designate the Chairperson of the Department of Land 8: Natural
Resources as the State Historic Preservation Officer. The Chairperson/SHPO has final authority
over the state’s historic preservation program, but delegates the primary duties and functions to the
Administrator of the State Historic Preservation Division. In turn, the Administrator hires
preservation professionals to oversee the daily work, including historians, preservation architects,
architectural historians, archaeologists, genealogists, and cultural experts. A certain number of staff
positions are required to meet the Professional Qualification Standards as defined in federal
regulations, at least for those activities and responsibilities required by federal law.

SHPO § QUALIFICATIONS
It is vital that the personnel charged with implementation of the legal, regulatory and other functions
of the office be qualified in their fields and meet the professional qualifications for their duties. It is
also vital that the Chairperson/SHPO and the Administrator understand and support an effective
and efficient preservation program, including supporting the professional judgments of the qualified
staff members.

HB 194 HD1 would require that the title and responsibility of State Historic Preservation Officer be
the Administrator of the State Historic Preservation Division rather than the Chairperson of its
parent agency, the Department of Land and Natural Resources. The measure would further require
that the SHPO/Administrator meet minimum qualifications of education and experience in a
preservation—related field. HB 194 HD 1 would exempt the incumbent Administrator from this
requirement, but would apply to future employees.

HHF recommends that the historic preservation program and its staff collectively meet professional
qualifications and have relevant experience for leading Hawaii’s historic preservation program. This
will help to increase the credibility and expertise of the entire office by ensuring that professional
qualifications are required of all the professional staff who are charged with implementation of the
program. HHF also supports the intent of having the SHPO meet professional qualifications and
have relevant experience for leading Hawaii’s historic preservation program. By setting the standard
for the top position, the entire historic preservation program could be elevated.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

ATTACHMENT: Chart of SHPO Comparisons by State (as of 2/6/13)
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FlNTestimony

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2013 3:54 PM
To: FlNTestim0ny
Cc: MSMatson@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB194 on Feb 22, 2013 11:00AM

HB194
Submitted on: 2/20/2013
Testimony for FIN on Feb 22, 2013 11:00AM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| MS Matson Individual Support No i

Comments: Strongly support. SHPD must be administratively overhauled in accordance with federal
laws and guidelines a) to properly upgrade and continue its work without fail, b) to benefit the greater
public interest for present and future generations by protecting and preserving Hawai'i's irreplaceable
ancient sites and cultural landscapes, and c) to ensure Hawai‘i’s legacy of culturally diverse historic
sites publicly treasured over time. There must also be comprehensive recognition and complete
recordation by SHPD of all Hawai'i's historic assets on each island to ensure their protection,
preservation and restoration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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